AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No.: 10/688,932 



Attorney Docket No.: Q78105 



REMARKS 

Status of the APDlication 

Claims 1-18 are the claims that have been examined in the application. Claims 1-18 
stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaku (U.S. Patent No. 
7,154,550) in view of Nagai (U.S. Publication 2001/0010561). 

By this Amendment, Applicants are amending claims 1, 7 and 12. 

Preliminary Matters 

Applicants thank the Examiner for considering and initialing the references submitted in 
the Information Disclosure Statement filed on August 31, 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 US.C. S 103 

Claims 1-18 stand rejected under 35 UXC. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaku 
(U.S. Patent No. 7 J 54,550) in view of Nagai (UX Publication 2001/0010561), 

Claim 1 recites, in part, "an input section which administers instructions relating to image 
display," and "a control section which, ... if an instruction is issued by the input section during 
this ON state, controls a change of size of a display object region of the captured image that is to 
be displayed at the display section." The Examiner alleges that a proposed combination of Kaku 
and Nagai renders claim 1 obvious. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Kaku is directed toward an electronic camera in which an image is captured, and the 
captured image is displayed on a display if the shutter button remains pressed after the image is 
captured. However, as conceded by the Examiner, Kaku fails to indicate that instructions may be 
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issued while the captured image is displayed, and that if an instruction is issued by the input 
section during this ON state, controls a change of size of a display object region of the captured 
image that is to be displayed at the display section, as recited in claim 1, 

Nagai, on the other hand, discloses an image sensing apparatus wherein the operating 
switches 10 include a shutter-release button, a switch for switching between display of an 
ordinary image and display of an electronically zoomed image, a switch for designating zoom 
magnification, a recording confirmation switch, a switch for verifying the illuminating angle of a 
strobe flash, a playback switch and a zoom changeover switch. See paragraph [0021]. However, 
as indicated in paragraph [0021], the shutter-release button (i.e. the image capture button) and 
the switch for switching between display of an ordinary image and display of an electronically 
zoomed image are embodied by two different camera states. For example, when the shutter- 
release button is active (ON), the switch for switching between display of an ordinary image and 
an electronically zoomed image is inactive (OFF). Likewise, when the switch for switching 
between display of an ordinary image and an electronically zoomed image is active (ON), the 
switch shutter release button is inactive (OFF). Therefore, Nagai cannot disclose an instruction 
section . . . which issues an image capture instruction to the image capture section AND a control 
section which . . .during this ON state, controls a change of size of a display object region of the 
captured image that is to be displayed at the display section, as recited in claim 1 . In other 
words, where claim 1 indicates that when the instruction switch is in an ON state, image capture, 
image display and image processing are each available, Nagai, on the other hand discloses that 
either image capture, or image display and processing are available during the differing ON 
states. 
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Thus, neither Kaku nor Nagai indicate that during while the instruction switch is in an 
ON state (i.e. image capture state), an instruction may be issued by the input section to control a 
display object displayed at the display section. Accordingly, Nagai fails to cure the deficient 
disclosure of Kaku, and the Examiner's proposed combination fails to render claim 1 obvious. 
Claim 1 is therefore patentable over the applied art. 

Further, Kaku allows display of a still image of a captured image after image capture 
operation, but fails to teach allowing a zoom operation of this still image. Nagai fails to cure this 
deficiency because Nagai only allows a zoom operation of a captured image in a reproducing 
mode. In the other words, in order to perform a zoom operation of an image in Nagai, a user 
must terminate the image capture mode (Fig. 4 of Nagai), and start the reproducing (playback) 
mode (Fig. 5 of Nagai). Thus, even if Kaku and Nagai are combined as proposed by the 
Examiner, the zoom operation of a captured image in an image capture mode (zoom operation of 
the captured image immediately after image capturing) is not possible. 

Claims 7 and 12 recite elements similar to claim 1 and are patentable over the applied art. 
Claims 2-6, 8-1 1 and 13-18 are patentable at least by virtue of their respective dependencies. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Dion R. Ferguson/ 

Dion R. Ferguson 
Registration No. 59,561 

Date: February 8, 2008 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



11 



